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2. STARTING ON A PORT-BIASED LINE

Before working at port-end starts in depth, let’s first see what can go wrong,

Port End Dangers

Liven if you make an apparently good star( you'll find it hard to clear the bunch, and with
a line of boats on starboard coming up behind you, you cannot tack clear. In figure 2, the
shaded area must be avoided; there are usually committee members on the boat. so your
chances of getting away with an infringement are slight.
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Port End Advantages

The most obvious advantages is distance to windward. A boat at the pin end of a port-
biased line could easily be 4-boat lengths further to windward than a boat at the starboard
end. Secondly, a port-end start means there are no boats to leeward so you can sail at full
speed. Even if a windward boat starts coming over the top of you , you can bear away,
accelerate and keep your wind clear.

Port End Starting Technique

Keep near the pin so that you are right by it on port tack with one minulte to go. A typical

situation is shown in figure 3, where boal A is too early, B probably about right and C too
far back. Simply reach behind A and tack just to leeward of B. There’s ten seconds to go,
you have more way on than the boats around you and you're right by the pin. so just sheet

|Q

in and go! Often , the whole fleet is hanging back too far. In this case, sail up to the first
boat and tack on her lee bow. You must now protect the large hole between you and the
pin. If someone looks like reaching through you to leeward, raise the centre-board and

drift sideways. Otherwise, hang back until there are 15 seconds to go, then reach for the

pin so you cross the line with full speed.
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As soon as you are sure you can clear the boats on starboard, tack onto port and
consolidate your advantage. When you are to windward of the centre of the fleet, tack

back onto starboard again.

A Really Biased Line

Sometimes the line is so biased that you cannot even lay it on starboard tack. In this case
there’s an odd area by the buoy that cannot be reached by a conventional starboard-tack
approach (figure 4). You can take advantage of this either by starting on port tack in the
shaded area, or by scooting into it on starboard from above the line. Make sure you are
behind the line as the gun goes, then luff past the pin and off into the lead.
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